American Government Syllabus
This class is a one-semester class.  It is a required course for students in the 11th grade.  The purpose of this class is to introduce students to the study of United States Government. We will examine its structure and who controls it.  We will also take a look at the things it does and how it does them.  Some the key items to be studied are the three branches of the government, the Constitution and our Civil Rights, How bills become law, and the origins of our Government.   The textbook used is Magruder’s American Government.  Written by William A. McClenaghan. Published by Prentice Hall, copyrighted in 2009

Unit 1 Foundation of American Government (3 Weeks)

Chapter 1 Principals of Government

Chapter 2 Origins of American Government


Chapter 3 The Constitution


Chapter 4 Federalism (An overview)

Unit 2 Political Behavior: Government by the People (4 Weeks)

Chapter 5 Political Parties

Chapter 6 Voters and Voter Behavior


Chapter 7 The Electoral Process


Chapter 8 Mass Media (An overview) 


Chapter 9 Interest Groups (An overview)

Unit 3 The Legislative Branch (4 weeks)

Chapter 10 Congress

Chapter 11 Powers of Congress


Chapter 12 Congress in Action

Unit 4 The Executive Branch (3 weeks)

Chapter 13 The Presidency

Chapter 14 The Presidency in Action


Chapter 15 Government at Work: The Bureaucracy

Unit 5 The Judicial Branch (4 Weeks)

Chapters 18 The Federal Court System

Chapter 19 Civil Liberties: First Amendment


Chapter 20 Civil Liberties: Protecting Individual Freedoms


Chapter 21 Civil Liberties: Equal Justice Under the Law

